NASA – GLPA Focus Group

January 27 – 28, 2005

Cleveland

Pre-Group Work

Thank you again for agreeing to participate in the NASA and Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA) Focus Group on January 27 and 28, 2005, taking place at the NASA Glenn Research Center in Cleveland.  As you know, we are gathering to generate strategies about how NASA and small- to mid-sized planetariums can help each other achieve their respective goals to increase understanding of and interest in earth science, space science, and technology.  

To help us prepare for our intensive brainstorming session, we are asking you to do some thinking and provide some information before we meet.  Our session will be divided into two parts.  In the first, shorter section we will focus on the information we believe is most important to keep in mind as we develop new ideas or enhancements.  In the second, larger section, we will actually be generating ideas and then developing some of the ones that we will select together.  We will use a summary of your responses to this pre-group work both as our starting point for the information sharing and as stimuli throughout the meeting.

We value your time and know from past experience that this kind of advance work will give us the opportunity to optimize our work together.  To give us enough time to review your responses and prepare the summary, please E-mail your answers back to us by close of business on January 14, 2005.  Please send to monroecook@comcast.net or fax to (708) 386-2510.

Thank you again—we look forward to working with you in person.

Best regards,

Robert Bonadurer

Chuck Bueter

Jim Sweitzer

Joel Halvorson

Liz Monroe-Cook

P. S.  If it is difficult for you to complete the form in writing, we can also secure your responses in a phone interview.  Identify your phone number and a good time to call.

Your Name





NOTE:  The boxes underneath each question allow you to insert your cursor and type as much as you would like for each of your answers.  Thank you!

i.  Past/Current Experiences
A.  What was one of your earliest experiences with a NASA—Planetarium collaboration?

	


	What were some of the positive outcomes of that collaboration?  



	


	Any negative outcomes?



	


	What were some of the things that made that collaboration work?



	


	Any barriers to making it work?



	


B.  Think of a recent NASA—Planetarium collaboration (describe)

	


	What were some of the positive outcomes of that collaboration?



	


	Any negative outcomes?



	


	What were some of the things that made that collaboration work?



	


	Any barriers to making it work?



	


	C.  What are some of the changes you’ve seen over time in the relationship/exchange between planetariums and NASA?  (Please describe positives and negatives)



	D.  What are some of your recent new-program successes (e.g., reaching the public in new ways, reaching new audiences, in new partnerships with other institutions or organizations)?



E.  What are some of your current barriers in outreach efforts or in offering new programs?

	


	F.  (FOR PLANETARIUMS)  What information from NASA have you most recently employed in your programs?  Describe how; the results.



	


	G.  What advantages do you believe you have as a planetarium for reaching the general public or underserved populations in the math and science fields?



	H.  (FOR NASA)  What information from or about planetariums have you most recently employed?  Describe how; the results.




I.  What relationships do you have with informal educators?  With what results?

	


	J.   (FOR ALL)  What is/are the key educational goal(s) your institution or organization has that is most related to the  NASA—Planetarium partnership?




	K.  Please describe any unique local resources you’ve been able to use to make your job easier.



II.  Idea Starters
A.  What are two or three challenges or opportunities you would like to see this group address in the brainstorming?  (To keep the challenge or opportunity in the idea-generation mode, please use one of the sentence openers or stems below.)
In what ways might we…?

How might we…?

	How to…?




B.  Wishes for the Future
Thinking about what the future might bring, what are some of your wishes about how NASA and planetariums could work together to accomplish outreach goals each may have?  For example…
•  I wish the partnership could…

	


•  I wish that in our joint effort we could also engage…

	


•  I wish others would be able to…

	


•  It would be very exciting if…

	


III.  Creative Challenge
To help us break our current mind set, please think of a way to creatively describe or depict the actual relationship and the ideal relationship between NASA’s science and technology efforts and small-to mid-size planetarium efforts.  Your actual-ideal comparison could be done through any of the following (although you’re not limited to this list):

· Pictures (e.g., from magazines, publications, clip art)

· Drawings (your own or others’)

· Poetry or metaphor

· Famous pairing or couples

· Song, movie or book titles

If you cannot send pictures electronically, please bring them with you.  We will have a place of honor for this activity!

Last Question
One hope I have for the upcoming group meeting is…
	


THANK YOU!

