DAY ONE

Group 4:  How can planetariums bridge NASA and underserved populations?

Collaborations with amateur astronomers

Hold open house—invite all

Collaborations with astronomers

Starlab outreach (more!)

*Haves recruit have-nots

*Minority scientists featured at planetarium for special programs

Planetarians find colleagues interested in reaching similar communities; develop programs jointly

Professional development for science/math institute featuring NASA material (target)

Planetarians provide NASA with lists of underserved groups they already work with so NASA can build connection with existing NASA programs

Involve children’s groups

Ongoing partnerships with agencies in underserved communities

Take programs to underserved community annual events (e.g., Girl Scout Jambouree, Cinco De Mayo, etc.)

Offer multilingual programs to targeted audiences (Hmong, Spanish, Russian, etc.); train members of these communities to be presenters

Post information in local school bulletins about special planetarium events

**Identify ten best practices for outreach; NASA develop kits

Work with pop artist to promote NASA missions and STEM, such as MTV and “Rock the Vote”

Science connected to folklore

NASA present outreach options at planetarium conference and let planetarium partner (such as Explorer schools)

Use programming that begins with non-science interest (like art, music, etc) to introduce science

Set up mentoring programs

*Create make-it-and-take-it kits

Help with teacher training to use telescopes at Explorer schools (which first-years received)

Planetarians approach/interface/work with NASA EEO offices to create programs

*Survey interests of the community

Planetarians who have expertise with ctn. Audiences convene focus group on what NASA stuff can work okay or form working groups with NASA based upon audience; planetarians make list of best practices for use in these audiences

Consider programming that emphasizes technology focus (as opposed to science) to draw some who are less likely to “see themselves” in science

Press releases by planetariums

Go to a group that is succeeding with a program and contract with them (competitively)

*A CAN (RFP) to develop kits, guides, trunks, etc. that can be used to teach key STEM (astronomy) concepts

*Provide programming targeted to specific underserved communities

Star parties in the community

NASA Kids; local kids star in NASA produced 3-minute educational video (leave donut /insert)

Link planetarium programming with NASA efforts on work force development around local events (ala community day or career day)

*Develop culturally or ethnically biased planetarium programs (Native American, African, Polynesian, etc.) 

Planetarium develop specialties in outreach targets; sign up onto “interest”groups so NASA knows who to contact; have designated leaders to be bontacted

“Cultural” history Month featured planetarium program; e.g., Follow the Drinking Gourd during Black History Month

Planetarium programs that show career otions on NASA that showcase NASA opportunities for underserved

***Planetariums could support family activities, student learning, and teacher training at local Explorer Schools

Planetariums as distribution point for NASA info and career opportunities

Work with groups like YMCA to run earth and space camping experiences for city kids

Center NASA Explorer Schools coordinators could serve as an interface between planetariums and local NES

*At planetarium conference let planetarian give info to NASA (not just receive info from NASA)

Identify underserved populations

Publicize events to senior citizens

Turn planetarium into an after school program site for kids to hang out, get homework help, fun, food, etc.

Disseminate NASA publications on women in astronomy, etc.

Develop tactiles for visually impaired

Bring a friend, parent, grandparent, neighbor program

Find mechanism to bring information to the table for consideration at the annual NEI planning and evaluation meeting

Take the programs to the neighborhood

Additional comments by roving groups (some of which are above, too):

Support parents in the community to help them understand the content so they can discuss with their kids

*Give programs an ethnic “spin” but still get into the science—don’t patronize

Displays or exhibits in local hangouts

Take hands-on activities and program to a Boys & Girls Club

Involve church youth groups in urban areas

Offer adult Sunday school classes programs on Sunday mornings on exploring the universe

Professional development workshop to underserved teachers

Plan events for an underserved population as joint planetarium-NASA offerings

*Invite NASA speakers from the target group or culture; work with minority societies/universities to improve quality of guest lectures by members of diverse community

*Work with Elderhostel

Train teachers of cultural group to teach planetarium science

Handicap accessibility ramps for wheel chairs

Train the trainer for neighborhood planning associations

Planetarian can use NASA culture posters and exhibit

Work with underserved populations to develop promotional materials (i.e. Hispanic radio ads produced by kids)

Subsidize transportation from underserved area (good use of outside grants, RFPs, etc.)

*NASA/planetarium partner for after school programs

NASA sponsors family days for inner city families

NASA sponsors planetarium entry positions for underserved minorities

Offer planetariums for use to NASA for shows

Joint programs with planetariums and other organizations—i.e., YMCA, Goys & Girls Clubs, community centers, art museums, etc.

*Multi-cultural role models in NASA speakers to planetariums

