Our two strategies to establish analogous Explorer school and Solar Sytem Ambassodor programs for Planetariums were combined into one called:

PROJECT PLANETarium

Planetarium And NASA Educational Training

Key Features:

· Technology grants

· Serves the Underserved

· Train the trainers (go to NASA for PD)/Workshops

· Distant Learning

· Year-long course or class (UND model  www.space.edu)

· Public and Formal Education Programs

· Tie in to 5-10 year NASA/PLM joint programs on events/anniversaries (year themes)

· RFP process to ensure commitment and competition

· Admonistration buy-in and support

· Special Opportunties (eg KC 135 flight)

· Program/Shows/Educational Material Development (AESP)

Benefits and Potential:

· Sustained and open dialogue
· Established POC
· Bootstrap effect—PLM take to other PLM in region
· Testbed for other PLM
· Feeder into NASA pipeline
· $$ for small/mid PLM
Who Would Be Involved?

· NASA AESP (Aerospace Educator Services Program)

· Standards—formal educators

· SSA/SSEP

· Technology specialists

· Regional planetaria reps

· Awardees

Demonstrate Effectiveness (Evaluation)
· Increase understanding in STEM and NASA programs

· Teacher commitment

