Day One 

Group 4: How can NASA galvanize the planetarium community to act collectively for major events?  (* indicates a vote with a green dot)

Hands-on crafts tying in with the events

Get Bruce Springstein to write a song for it

Incorporate Telescopes in Ecucation (T.I.E.) into live shows

*”Marsapalooza” –style events with touring NASA scientists and engineers

Info tying event into history

*Human stories as well as technology stories

Do NASA 101 for planetarians

Replicate JPL model of engagement in other parts of NASA

Timely info

Mass mailings

Provide NASA point person(s) for each major event

Press releases with blanks that planetarians can fill in with local events, etc.

Provide NASA venues for planetarium exposure (so planetariums get benefit)

Involve children’s groups and young astronauts

Web site for the event

*Event “nodes” –one place for lots of info about key events

Emails

Actively watch for and link other parts of the informal education (or formal education) NASA program with planetariums

Develop network notification system for major events (register?)

Work with and invite planetariums prior to event to develop products and programs

Collaborations with area amateur astronomers, i.e. SAS

Create a mechanism to define what is a major event

Assist planetariums to communicate event ideas via website

Pre-conference workshops

Distant learning …in the dome

Collaborations with astronomers

“I have a NASA friend” program

Personal visit by NASA scientist/astronaut, etc.; a reward for planetarians

Have planetarians collect public’s ideas for NASA missions and recommendations

Create small grants program for groups of planetarians to create programming regarding the event

*Presentations at regional planetarium conferences

Something akin to the NASA “Satellite tours” that PAO does only piped to planetarians exclusively

Make a NASA small planetarium registry for each event

Schedule speakers via video telecons that feature hot topics

NASA space events calendar

Subsidize low tech facilities

Get public TV to do an event that can bring national visibility

Commission children’s books on them

NASA provide snippets to follow up existing sky shows (ala The Sky Tonight)

Create VNR that planetariums can use and give to local news

**NASA-sponsored planetarium-produced programs

Contract out the creation of promotional materials: posters, CDs, pins, T-shirts, etc.

Create a NASA friends group that runs cooperatively with planetariums

NASA should work with IMLS to distribute information to libraries

*Reward exemplary programs by showcasing

Haves recruit Have-nots for events

Annual NASA conference that showcases specific advances, technologies, hot topics

Develop related materials

Fund production that all can use and coincide with the event

State standards correlations

Appeal to for-profits to assist with promotion of event

Local, regional, or national product endorsements; “Beer”, milk, food

Doo-dads

Regional professional development opportunities at NASA field centers; introduce resources, get feedback, general comm.

***Related “hands-on” take-home activities that can be distributed after the show

Hands-on kits to accompany event

Planetarium Buddies: different locations team to share ideas programs

Press releases

Get groups to sign up; plan a NASA speaker to as many groups as possible

*TV/Radio ads with hole (for local ad insert)

NASA tourp; exhibits/experts coming to a planetarium near you

Link modern science to ancient lore

Learn key thematic areas that planetariums use (provide info accordingly)

Put planetarins on list of people who get embargoed info

Teleconference with planetarium directors

NASA Buddy assigned to groups who sugn up for event (e.g., JPL engineer)

*At regional conferences, have NASA present a menu of event options; let planetariums select and organize around their favorite

*Find real-sky events to tie in with the NASA event (e.g., Mars viewing)

**NASA author program

Star parties

Give us one year lead time

NASA TV programs times defined 2-3 months in advance

Use existing planetarian networks to disseminate info

Create events in other disciplines such as related art exhibit

*Invite students and parents to build planetarium components

I.D. NASA people we can “brag about” because they have local connection

NASA EPO/ others assist planetarians on grant proposals (advisors) in which planetarians are working collaboratively

Betting pool for success

Have NASA employees demonstrate relevance of their “event” work to school work

Improve the dissemination of past “best practices”

How can NASA galvanize the planetarium community to act collectively for major events?     (Comments added by other roving groups)
(* indicates a vote with a green dot)

Event listserv

Give variety of ways to act

Work internally within NASA E/PO to synchronize the “message” within successful E/PO programs

Give planetarians 1-2 day notice of new discoveries before releasing to media

Internet site to notify planetarians of events

Cultivate multicultural and interdisciplinary activities in conjunction with the event (music, history, cultures, art)

Informational real-time (i.e., questions) telecon/web chat for prep (and follow up?) regionally?

Contest in planetariums to send visitors to major events

NASA markets the local events and sends out NASA press releases

Emergency contact necessary in case of changes near event

NASA newsletter or listserv to planetariums

Deliver information to formal educatos with additional info available at the planetarium sites (force connection)

One planetariu “adopts” one or two others to share resources, media blitz… (e.g., Venus transit)

Develop long-term calendar of events

For school and portable planetariums: large event and large museum with follow-p in smaller venues, etc.

After hours success stories

NASA  offers live programs with current events interest at times when museums have good audiences

Planetarium hosts NASA event (NASA and planetarium staff to present at Family Night)

If doing events in other languages, make sure support people speak the language

Identify lead scientists for major events who 1.) post information, 2.) answer questions by e-mail

Provide images/animations in appropriate technology and in timely manner

